




















to, as de lega feranda. Matters are seem to be made worse by the fact that sometimes those involved in 

the decision-making process seem not fully cognizant of this difference. In the realm of inter-state 

politics, you have to negotiate hard based on realism if a State wants to protect its interest. In the words 

of Lord Palmerston, “States have no permanent friends or enemies, they only have permanent interest”. 

Mr. Warraich highlighted that foreign policy issues should not be made ‘articles of faith’, as it is then 

difficult to realign the State’s position with changing dynamics of international relations. 



In addition, Mr. Warraich said that in recent years’ a new term LAWFARE has come in vogue. The term 

probably first came into prominent use in U.S. It is considered another method of how States settle their 

issues through means other than warfare. However, he stated that there is a difference in how a dominant 

power like the USA can use it and how a middling power like Pakistan can use it. In his words Pakistan 

can best use it as a ‘shield but not as a sword’, whereas for a super power like the USA it is possible to 

use it both as a sword and a shield. He highlighted that this difference is important to understand for us 

in Pakistan. 
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