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OVERVIEW 

This week’s Policy Pulse captures Pakistan at a 
crossroads—facing heightened diplomatic and military 
tensions with India, persistent security threats on the 
Afghan border, and simultaneous advances in economic 
and technological fronts. From battlefield posturing to 
breakthrough trade agreements and public health 
spending, the pulse of Pakistan’s policy landscape reveals 
the delicate balance between national resilience and 
forward momentum. 

Key insights highlight both external and internal inflection 
points. On the security front, Pakistan’s military has 
reasserted readiness amid Indian provocations, while 
intensifying counterterrorism efforts along the Afghan 
border. Diplomatically, the country is navigating a complex 
terrain—seeking global support on Kashmir, water rights, 
and countering India's narrative, though international 
responses remain cautious. Meanwhile, long-term 
development efforts show promise: a $700 million IT 
investment package signals digital ambition, a four-year 
agricultural reform in Sindh targets smallholder 
productivity, and a transit trade pact with Kazakhstan 
boosts regional connectivity. Yet, pressing challenges 
persist—diabetes now affects 34.5 million adults, illicit 
trade costs PKR 751 billion annually, and April’s export 
slump underscores economic fragility.  

The policy nuggets span diplomacy, econ omy, security, 
education, and infrastructure. Key recommendations 
include strengthening economic partnerships in the Middle 
East and with China, pursuing power sector reforms, and 
supporting the IT sector. Enhanced counterterrorism 
measures, equitable access to education, and transport 
infrastructure development are also emphasized. As 
Pakistan navigates domestic challenges and external pressures, policy effectiveness will increasingly hinge on agile 
governance, integrated planning, and the ability to translate bold announcements into measurable outcomes. 
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