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OVERVIEW 

This week’s Policy Pulse issue serves as a critical lens on 

Pakistan’s evolving governance, security, and socio-economic 

challenges, offering timely insights for public sector leaders 

navigating complex policy landscapes. This week’s edition 

underscores the tension between regulatory ambiguity and 

strategic innovation, alongside persistent security threats and 

human rights imperatives. 

Pakistan’s contradictory stance on cryptocurrency—with the 

SBP upholding a ban despite exploratory initiatives for a 

national bitcoin reserve—exemplifies policy incoherence that 

stifles digital innovation. Security remains precarious, as seen 

in the targeted killing of the Surab ADC in Balochistan and 

ongoing counterterrorism operations in KP. On human rights, 

the deportation of at-risk Afghans poses ethical dilemmas, 

while the landmark child marriage law in Islamabad signals 

progress amid religious opposition. Economically, partnerships 

like PAFLA-SIFC aim to empower freelancers, yet institutions 

like Pakistan Post struggle with systemic inefficiencies. 

Such dynamics directly impact public sector efficacy. The 

crypto deadlock deters foreign investment, demanding urgent 

regulatory clarity. Security gaps in Balochistan undermine 

development projects, necessitating enhanced intelligence 

and community policing. The child marriage law’s passage, 

though limited to Islamabad, pressures provinces to harmonize 

protections. Meanwhile, digital initiatives like PAFLA-SIFC’s 

freelancer support offer scalable models for youth inclusion—

already bridging gaps in underserved regions through skills 

training and tech access. 

Policy Nuggets highlight critical levers of reform. Advancing the 

digital economy through tax incentives and cybersecurity 

upgrades reflects Pakistan’s pivot toward financial inclusion 

and innovation. In health governance, urgent staffing at DRAP is essential to safeguard drug quality and public health. On 

the environmental front, enforcing real-time monitoring of industrial effluents can curb pollution and protect ecosystems. 

Collectively, these measures underscore the need for regulatory coherence, national security, and inclusive development 

as central to Pakistan’s long-term resilience. 
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