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OVERVIEW 

This edition of the Policy Pulse illustrates a critical week 

where infrastructure ambition, climate urgency, and fiscal 

constraint converged across Pakistan’s policymaking 

landscape. From regional railway diplomacy to child 

protection enforcement, the week's events reveal a 

nation wrestling with internal pressures while asserting 

itself on international and development fronts.  

Among the standout developments was the revival of the 

PAKAFUZ railway transit corridor—linking Pakistan with 

Uzbekistan via Afghanistan—a move poised to reshape 

trade connectivity across South and Central Asia. 

Domestically, the government's emphasis on fast-tracking 

water storage infrastructure in response to India's Indus 

Waters Treaty stance underscores the growing urgency of 

climate security. Meanwhile, warnings about AI-driven 

misinformation during crises sparked renewed debate 

over digital governance, while a chilling cybercrime case 

involving child exploitation highlighted the vulnerabilities 

of underserved communities and the imperative for 

cross-border enforcement.  

The Pakistan Economic Survey 2024–25 indicated modest 

growth and record-low inflation, yet major sectors like 

agriculture and large-scale manufacturing continued to 

underperform. The cutback in development spending 

under IMF conditionalities raised concerns about 

Pakistan’s fiscal sustainability and equitable recovery. 

The policy nuggets distill key takeaways for reform: targeted incentives in the knowledge economy, digitally 

enabled public health and sanitation delivery, expansion of strategic rail networks, and responsive diaspora 

engagement. They chart an actionable map for public sector professionals seeking to translate policy signals 

into tangible governance outcomes. Policy Pulse this week underscores Pakistan’s balancing act between 

regional ambition, domestic reform, and climate resilience — signaling a call for agile, integrated governance. 
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