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OVERVIEW  

This week’s Policy Pulse navigates Pakistan’s intensifying 

geopolitical and economic headwinds, spotlighting a 

government stretched between regional instability, fiscal 

strain, and climate urgency. With the Middle East on the 

brink—marked by Israeli aggression and US military 

involvement—Pakistan’s foreign policy is increasingly 

tethered to humanitarian advocacy, strategic diplomacy, 

and conflict mediation. Domestically, reforms in 

pensions, infrastructure, and education innovation signal 

a continued, if uneven, attempt at sustainable 

modernization under economic constraints. 

At the heart of this issue is the growing fallout from the 

Israel-Iran conflict, with Pakistan joining 20 Muslim 

nations in condemnation and urging international 

accountability. As US airstrikes escalate the crisis, 

Pakistan is positioning itself as both a vocal critic and a 

potential mediator—amid regional risks to oil supplies, 

trade routes, and diaspora safety. Concurrently, the calls 

to flag drought as a national emergency adds urgency to 

stalled climate investments. In a pivotal domestic 

development, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s directive to link Reko Diq to the national rail grid and the formal 

transition to a Defined Contribution Pension System underscore the state’s push toward infrastructure-led 

growth and fiscal sustainability. 

This Pulse also reflects an increasingly fragile regional order. The Global Peace Index places Kashmir among the 

world’s top conflict flashpoints, reinforcing fears of miscalculation between nuclear neighbours. Meanwhile, 

the Congo virus fatalities in Karachi highlight critical public health vulnerabilities, particularly during Eid-related 

animal trade surges. Still, Pakistan’s global standing receives a rare boost as three local schools are recognized 

among the world’s best—showcasing the country’s latent potential in education-led social transformation. 

The Policy Nuggets sharpen these themes with calls for principled foreign policy, blue economy expansion, AI 

literacy, and civil service transparency. As regional polarization deepens and domestic reform pressures mount, 

the Pulse reminds policymakers that Pakistan’s stability hinges on deft crisis diplomacy, systemic integrity, and 

sustained investment in climate resilience and human capital. Strategic foresight—backed by credible statecraft 

and cross-sector innovation—remains the bedrock of resilient governance. 
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Inside This Issue  

 FMs of 20 Muslim states condemn Israeli attacks 
on Iran 

 40 killed trying to reach food in Gaza 
 Drought is a national emergency, warns Sherry 

Rehman 
 PM orders linking Reko Diq with rail network by 

2028 
 Ballooning pension bill necessitated new 

system: Aurangzeb 
 Trump demands Iran’s ‘unconditional surrender’ 
 Three Pakistani schools among top 10 finalists 

for world’s best school prizes  
 Kashmir named among world’s ‘most critical 

escalation points’ 
 Health experts alarmed as Congo virus claims 

two lives in Karachi in as many days 
 Govt secures $4.5bn loans from local banks to 

ease power sector debt 
 Trump says Iran’s key nuclear sites ‘obliterated’ 

by US airstrikes 
 PM Shehbaz calls National Security Committee 

meeting after US strikes 
 Policy Nuggets 
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