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OVERVIEW  

This week’s Policy Pulse presents a dynamic picture of 
Pakistan’s evolving policy environment, spanning diplomacy, 
security, governance, humanitarian challenges, and 
technological advancement. Against a backdrop of 
intensifying regional rivalries and climate-induced 
vulnerabilities, the issue captures how Pakistan is seeking to 
safeguard its citizens abroad, strengthen internal resilience, 
and project strategic capacity on the global stage. 

Key developments reveal both diplomatic pressures and 
domestic vulnerabilities. Over 17,000 Pakistanis imprisoned 
abroad require enhanced consular coordination, while 
harassment of diplomats in New Delhi underscores 
deteriorating India-Pakistan relations. Globally, Israel’s attack 
on Al Jazeera journalists spotlights media safety concerns and 
press freedom. Domestically, climate disasters like KP’s 
deadly floods expose systemic gaps despite new response 
bodies, with Gwadar’s chronic water shortages prompting 
high-level intervention. Security developments include the 
Army Rocket Force Command’s launch, bolstering 
deterrence, and contentious anti-terror legislation raising 
civil liberty concerns, even as cybersecurity reforms advance 
against hybrid threats. 

Amid these challenges, there are emergent strategic 
opportunities. Pakistan’s satellite launch enhances Earth observation capabilities through Sino-Pak space 
cooperation, aiding disaster and agricultural management. In addition, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s reform 
agenda prioritizes population control, youth empowerment, and energy resilience. The dual narratives of 
pressing risks and forward-looking initiatives highlight the need for policies that simultaneously address 
immediate crises while investing in long-term capacity. These dynamics demand navigating complex 
geopolitical and economic realities. The government’s consideration to lift the ban on new gas connections 
highlights the ongoing oversupply in the gas network, which threatens the integrity of the pipeline system and 
jeopardizes the country’s international commitments. 

The Policy Nuggets distill urgent economic and social priorities which range from inflationary pressures faced 
by traders to the structural imbalances of Pakistan’s energy-industrial model, and further to the looming 
challenge of the youth bulge. Together, these developments underline the country’s need for adaptive 
governance that balances immediate crisis management with long-term reforms, situating Pakistan at the 
crossroads of resilience, innovation, and geopolitical contestation. 
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