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OVERVIEW  

This week’s Policy Pulse captures Pakistan’s struggle with 

climate-induced disasters, economic reforms, and shifting 

geopolitical dynamics. Catastrophic monsoon floods, 

glacier melting and dam releases from India have 

devastated Punjab, KP, and Gilgit-Baltistan, displacing 

millions and threatening Sindh with a potential “super 

flood.” These crises underscore Pakistan’s urgent need for 

resilient infrastructure, improved disaster preparedness, 

and stronger transboundary water diplomacy. On the 

economic front, Pakistan is deepening collaboration with 

the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to secure long-term 

financing through green bonds, debt-for-nature swaps, 

and structural reforms. In parallel, Islamabad has finalized 

a government-to-government deal with the UAE for 

managing Islamabad Airport and received a $3 million 

ADB grant for flood relief. Meanwhile, the government 

unveiled neonatal resuscitation guidelines to address high 

infant mortality and confronted warnings from the 

Pakistan Medical Association over a severe shortage of 

essential drugs. Moreover, with the Presidential assent to 

Land Port Authority Bill and amendments to petroleum 
and criminal laws the government signals its intent to 
streamline border trade, curb smuggling and 
strengthening regulation, respectively. Diplomatically, Pakistan aligned itself with China’s vision at the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit while condemning Israel’s airstrikes on Gaza’s Nasser 

Hospital and Israel’s incursion into Syria. Internationally, China declined to be part of denuclearisation talks 

with US and Russia whilst North Korea reaffirmed its nuclear stance and criticized South Korea as its call for 

denuclearisation as hypocritical. 

On the other hand, Policy Nuggets emphasize energy diversification, climate-smart agriculture, counter-

terrorism, and sustainable tourism as forward-looking measures. Collectively, this issue portrays Pakistan at a 

critical juncture—balancing emergency relief and governance challenges with strategic reforms and 

international partnerships aimed at securing economic stability and climate resilience. 
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support for reforms 

 China won’t take part in denuclearisation talks 

with US, Russia 

 Pakistan launches its first national neonatal 

resuscitation guidelines 

 Pakistan joins world condemnation of Israel’s 

attack on Gaza hospital 

 PMA alarmed over ‘severe shortage’ of life-

saving drugs across country 

 US moves to limit students, journalists’ stay 

 Pakistan moves to hand over Islamabad Airport 

operations to UAE in G2G deal 

 ADB commits $3 million grant for flood relief 

 Floods, rains, continue to wreak havoc on KP, 

Punjab as Sindh remains on alert 

 President assents to Land Port Authority Bill 

 At SCO, PM Shehbaz stresses alignment with 

Xi’s vision 

 Over 2m displaced as Punjab braces for more 

torrents from India 
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