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OVERVIEW  

This week’s Policy Pulse presents a stark juxtaposition of 

persistent challenges and emerging opportunities within 

Pakistan’s public sector. From health emergencies and climate 

disasters to governance reforms and international 

partnerships, the issue captures the complex landscape in 

which policymakers must operate. It highlights how systemic 

vulnerabilities—whether in healthcare, disaster response, or 

fiscal transparency—continue to test institutional resilience, 

while strategic initiatives like CPEC’s second phase and digital 

currency regulation offer pathways toward sustainable 

development. 

Key insights reveal a nation grappling with multifaceted crises. 

The urgent polio vaccination campaign in Sindh and the HIV 

outbreak in Taunsa underscore critical gaps in public health 

infrastructure and regulatory oversight. Concurrently, historic 

floods in Punjab and urban flooding in Multan expose 

persistent weaknesses in climate adaptation and disaster 

management. On the governance front, demands for 

transparency in the Sindh Public Service Commission and 

FBR’s proposal to publish tax directories reflect growing need 

for accountability. Internationally, Pakistan’s skill-building agreements with China and the SBP’s move toward 

digital currency regulation signal a strategic pivot toward technology-driven economic modernization. 

These developments have immediate real-world implications for public sector practitioners and highlight the 

need to formulate not only short-term responses such as preparing emergency evacuation plans for downstream 

cities, but also long-term reforms such as in medical regulation, governance reforms and more international 

partnerships like CPEC’s training programs for skills development and economic diversification. 

Key policy nuggets emphasize practical steps in addressing wheat price surges through improved procurement 

and storage, expanding women’s participation in IT via specialized tech parks and enhancing maternal and child 

health support in rural Sindh. In summary, effective policymaking in today’s context requires balancing emergency 

response with structural reform, leveraging both domestic initiatives and international collaborations for a better 

future. 
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